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YOUR ForeSt iS NOT YOUR ForeSt! By Shorty Worthington

You have probably been hearing Remember these roads, oops, |
and reading a lot about the US Forest ' mean trails, were once used by skid-
Service "Travel Management Rule ders, chip trucks, and bulldozers.
(TMR)." The TMR was first released When was the last time you saw a
in November of 2005 by USFS Chief, skidder that was only 50 inches
Dale Bosworth. It was to be a plan wide?
that would offer a 'compromise’ from When asked about the use of

shutting down YOUR federally- "Side-by-Sides” on the roads that

managed US Forests to offering o _ ' have morphed into trails, | overheard
unlimited and non-regulated ATV use haul it into the middle of the forest, and one management level federal em-
on the forestland. unload it only to ride for a couple miles pioyee of the Ottawa reply, "What

While the TMR would prohibit hunt- and then come back that same couple are you referring too?" Hmmm,
ers from using their ATV on many of Miles, put it back on the trailer, haul it @ here’s a segment of the industry, the
the trails they have been using for little deeper in the forest, and take it off popular Side-by-Sides, that's on the
years, it was also designed to provide the trailer to ride another road a couple COVER of the latest All Terrain Vehi-
legal access on two-track roads, Mmiles? cle Magazine. It wasn't featured in a
called Level 1 Roads, AND open up  Who in their right mind would come up 2X2 ad in the back of the magazine,
connector routes via the use of the with such an asinine approach to a sport but was on the COVER, and this em-
previously restricted Level 3 roads. that has grown as big as ATV riding has, ployee, who’s making management
The TMR was also going to provide particularly a sport that could have be- level decisions about trail use, had
additional ATV "Trails," as well as come an important part of our tourism- no clue what a Side-by-Side is?

ATV access to campgrounds, commu- based economy - an economy that is in To have those in charge of the Ot-
nities, and services. All in all, the in- dire need of an infusion of cash. tawa restrict the use of these vehi-

tent of the TMR had some good  Then again, do you really think those cles is pure ignorance about what is
points, and, yes, it had some bad hat have the benefits and salaries, as happening in the industry. However,
points. federal employees, really care what hap- what's not happening in the industry
However, the intent was shot right pens to those in the private sector? Do is that no one is doing any intelligent
down the old 'pooper’ with the unveil- you really think they even care if a motel research into market analysis and
ing of the proposed first Motorized has any guests? Do you really think that what the future holds on access is-
Vehicle Use Map for the Ottawa Na- those who came up with the map detail- sues to and on YOUR public land.
tional Forest. The map, to be re- ing where you can ride on YOUR public That's where the problem lies!
leased in April of 2007, shows what land really care if a restaurant has to  poes anyone really believe that our
Ottawa reps call 1,700 miles of close due to lack of business? Do you fyture is bright when it comes to mo-
‘trails’. What was once called a dead- really think that those who came up with tgrized use and access on OUR pub-
end logging road is now called a this first asinine map even understand |ic |and? | think the majority of us in
'trail.’ what it’s like to have to meet a payroll? the Upper Peninsula are well aware
Where are these trails? They're in  It's not just the lack of ANY type of a of the movement by those with the
some of the most difficult, if not im- connecting trail system that baffles this cushy taxpayer supported jobs who
possible, sections of the forest. Most ignorant reporter; what really surprised have the power to control every thing
are between 2 and 5 miles long and me is how those who spent the time us- we do, including not being allowed to
almost every single one is a dead ing their Crayola Crayons to denote use OUR public land.
end. While the common man does which roads they were goingtoopenhad 4 g9 : 7' ¢
not have the vast amount of knowl- the gall to restrict the use of the fastest "
edge that our tax-payer supported growing segment of the ATV indus- —nn

employees of the Ottawa has, even try...the "Side-by-Sides." Yep, the highly 9
this ignorant member of the private trained Ottawa reps who decided which

sector can figure out that these roads, dead end roads you can ride an ATV on $

er, ah, trails, have little benefit to the also restricted the use of these roads to

ATV community. What ATV rider is an ATV no wider then 50 inches. " BO-

going to put their ATV on a trailer,
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